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'Anwar family mortgaged their house' 
Rafizi says Azmin failed to raise funds for Pakatan's GE14 campaign 

By ONG HAN SEAN 
hansean@thestar.corn.my 

KUANTAN: PKR deputy president 
hopeful Rafizi Ramli continued to 
attack his opponent Datuk Seri 
Azmin Ali by accusing the latter of 
failing to raise funds for the party's' 
GE14 campaign. 

In his speech in front of Pahang 
PKR members, Rafizi took potshots 
at Azmin without naming him, 
claiming that the former Selangor 
mentri besar did not use his influ­
ence to raise funds for the general 
election campaign. 

He said Datuk Seri Anwar 
Ibrahim and Dr Wan Azizah Wan 
Ismail had to take out a mortgage 
on their house to help pay for the 
deposits of PKR candidates. 

"We set up Invoke to get direct 
ttelp from the people but the funds 

were only channelled to candidates 
who had probability of winning. 
For those seats that couldn't be won,. 
the party had to shoUlder the cam­
paign funds. 

''It is not that we are taking 
money from Selangor but we just · 
asked him to do his duty to find 
funds in a sincere manner like us. 
But the money never came. 

''.Anwar and Kak Wan ended up 
having to mortgage their house in 
Bukit Segambut . to take out a 
RM4mil bank loan. It's not even 
settled yet," Said Rafizi. 

"The move to return Anwar to 
Parliament at this time is necessary 
to avoid a power vacuum scenario." 

He said the power transition 
from Prime Minister Tun Dr 
Mahathir Mohamad to Anwar was 
now known to · the world and it 
would be responsible to ensure it 

happens in an orderly manner. 
''More so since Dr Mahathir is 

aiready 93 years old. We cannot 
have a situation where there is a 
power vacuum- if something were 
to happen to Dr Mahathir due to 
Anwar not being in Parliament. 

"This kind of uncertainty and its 
cost to the people and country will 
be immense," Rafizi said after 
attending a · #Reformasi20Tahun 
event on Sunday night. 

He said the party had to balance 
the people's mood and the need for 
Anwar to be in Parliament at this 
time in view of the low turnout in 
the three recent by-elections. 

"When we make comparisons,. 
the benefits of this move outweigh 
the risks <Uld cost,'' said Rafizi. 

Cornrnentfug on a related matter, 
Rafizi said his party colleague Tian 
Chua might have felt left out after 

not being roped in for this impor­
tant decision. 

Rafizi, a vice-president gunning 
for the PKR deputy president post in 
the upcoming party polls, said the 
plan was discussed among Anwar 
and· several members of the party 
leadership. 

''Tian Chua may have felt awk­
ward because he was not involved# 
in the process. Usually, only a few of 
us are involved," he. said. 

Tian Chua, also a PKR vice-presi­
dent, had lambasted Rafizi for 
announcing that a parliamentary 
seat would be vacated to be contest­
ed by Anwar, claiming that the mat­
ter was never discussed among the 
leadership. 

Tian Chua claimed no one knew 
of the move and Rafizi's actions had 
forced party president Dr Wan 
Azizah to confirm the matter. 

Rafizi said he would not have 
announced something that involved 
Anwar and the party president 
without getting their approval first. 

Asked whether this meant he was 
in Anwar's inner circle and had the 
incoming president's favour, Rafizi 
deflected, saying that it was difficult 
for him to comment on his friend­
ship with Anwar. 

"That's for the public and the 
members to. judge. To me, the track 
record speaks for itself. 

"For the last seven or eight years, 
we were the ones who spent more 
time campaigning and building the 
party on the ground. 

"It's only natural for Anwar to 
spend more time with people who 
have access to the ground because 
Azmin ·and some other people 
spend more time just in Selangor," 
said Rafizi. 

All set for King's birthday ceremony Anwar's seat 
to be 
announced 
after HK trip 
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PETALING JAVA: Datuk Seri Anwar 
Ibrahim's choice of parliamentary 
seat to be contested will be made 
known after his return from Hong 
Kong tomorrow, says PKR secre­
tary-general Datuk Saifuddin 
Nasution Ismail. 

He said Anwar had contacted him 
on Saturday before departing for 
Hong Kong to give instructions to 
"get ready" potential seats that 
would be contested by the party's 
president-elect in the near future. 

"He may make a decision while in 
Hong Kong on one · of the seats," 
Sarruddin told reporters after carry­
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Service Tax in Alar Setar yesterday. 
Anwar was invited to present a 

talk in Hong·Kong. 
· 

Saifuddin said initially, three 
potential seats were identified. But 
as at Saturday, PKR had narrowed 
down it to two seats. · 

"The seat chosen for Anwar is a 
very safe seat based on studies and 
results of the last general election," 
said Saifuddin. 

"We have taken into account 
everything, including the results of 
the last general election, the percent­
age of voters coming out to cast their 
ballots, current political issues and 
issues played up by the opposi-

In full glory: The full dress rehearsal for the Trooping of the Colour taking place at Dataran Pahlawan Negara. - Berhama tion." 
· 

Saifuddin denied talk that Anwar 
would go for a seat in a northern 
state. PUTRAJAYA: The full rehearsal 

for the Trooping of the Colour cer­
emony in conjunction with the offi­
cial birthday of Yang di-Pertuan 
Agong Sultan Muhammad V at 
Dataran Pahlawan Negara, Precint 
1. here went smoothly. 

A total of 28 officers and 550 
personnel of various ranks from 

the Malaysian Armeci Forces 
(MAF), led by the Royal Ma.lay 
Regiment 1st Battalion's command­
ing officer Lt Col Mohd Radzi 
Othman, took part in the rehearsal. 
The actual ceremony will be held 
tomorrow. 

Also present was army chief 
Gen Datuk Seri Ahmad Hasbullah 

Mohd Nawawi. Deputy Prime Minister Datuk 
Aniong the highlights of the cer- Seri Dr Wan Azizah Wan Ismail is 

emony are a 21-gun salute by the expected to attend the ceremony. 
41st Battery of the Royal Artillery The Trooping of the Colour is 
Regiment and a flypast by five MAF . a demonstration of respect, 
helicopters, bearing the Jalur · honour and ceremonial pledge of 
Gernilang, ATM, Royal Malaysian allegiance by the armed forces 
Air Force, Royal Malaysian Navy to the King and the country. -
and army flags. Bemama 

He said any official announce­
ment on the matter would only come 
from him as PKR secretary-general. 

On Sunday,_ during a PKR gather­
. ing in Tampin, Anwar revealed that 

he had a choice of three parliamen­
tary seats, situated in the northern, 
central or southern region of the 
peninsula, in his bid to return to 
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Parliament. 

R�!�1.�t��f1�� �!L�� so grants for doctorate studies 
KUALA PERLIS: The Raja of PerUs 
is awarding 50 :i;:oyal scbolarshjps 
to Malaysians pursuing doctorate 
studies at Universiti Islam Antara­
bang�alaysia_(UIAM) this year. 

Education Minister Dr Maszlee 
Malik said Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin 

Putra Jarnalu]]aU had consented to 
the setting up of a Jamalullail Chair 
atUIAM. 

"The Ruler is offering the award 
for the first time, totalling RM5mil, 
in support of efforts by the govern­
ment and the ministry to assist in 

the country's education develop­
ment,'' he told reporters after 
an audience with Tuanku Syed 
Sirajuddin at Istana Arau on 
Sunday night. 

Maszlee said UIAM and the Perlis 
Islamic Religious and Malay Cus-

toms Council would work together 
to determine the criteria for eligible 
candidates to apply for the s�holar­
ships. 

He said priority would be given 
to Perlis-bom applicants in the B40 
group. - Bemama 

_ Prior to this, talk had been rife 
that Anwar may either contest in his 
stronghold of Permatang Pauh or 
Nibong Tebal, which are both in 
Penang. 

Whichever seat Anwar picks will 
have to depend on the wfil41gness of 
the incumbent PKR MP to give way. 

Anwar hopes to return to 
Parliament as early as October for 
the next sitting. 
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